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Cell:  562-981-4485
Backstage Creations to Produce the “Celebrity Retreat”

At the 2009 NCLR ALMA Awards®
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Thursday, September 17, 2009
MARINA DEL RAY, CA (September 11, 2009) – Backstage Creations, specialists in award show gifts and custom backstage Celebrity Retreats, will produce the “Celebrity Retreat” at eleventh edition of the 2009 NCLR ALMA Awards® at Royce Hall, UCLA.  The 2009 NCLR Alma Awards® airs on ABC, Friday September 18 at 8PM PST / 7PM CST.

Television and film stars Eva Longoria Parker and George Lopez host the eleventh edition of the 2009 NCLR ALMA Awards®, honoring and celebrating the Latino heritage in film, music and television and its positive impact on American entertainment and culture. The show will feature performances by Shakira, David Archuleta, Nelly Furtado, Sean Kingston, and Pitbull with appearances by Salma Hayek, Oscar De La Hoya, Selena Gomez,  Benjamin Bratt, Nadine Velazquez, Dania Ramirez, JoAnna Garcia, Michelle Rodriguez, Kat Von D and more! They will be thanked for their time and talent by being given the opportunity to select specific gifts from the sumptuous product lines offered by participating donor companies.
The gift items selected for the Celebrity Retreat include: 
· Croton Watches – Croton Timepieces are built on a rich tradition of fine timepiece making dating back to 1878. Croton timepieces are the benchmark of quality, precision, style and value (www.crotonwatch.com).  
· Landor & Hawa USA, LTD – Landor & Hawa's lightweight 21" carry on, constructed of ABS/polycarbonate hard side shells, offers high impact protection with an ultra chic look (www.itluggage.com). 
· Marchon – Designer eyewear by Marchon (www.marchon.com). 
· Patchi Chocolates – Premium chocolate collection and exquisite chocolate designs (www.patchi.us). 
· Sabido & Basteris – A fine jewelry company that combines exquisite design and brilliant and festive colored threads of pure silver based on cutting technology, for a luxurious alternative to traditional offerings (www.sabadobasteris.com). 

· Six Senses Destination Spa, Phuket – A complimentary stay in a private Pool Villa at the Sky Senses Destination Spa, a Thai wellness resort dedicated to health and mindful living located on a small island off the coast of Phuket (www.sixsenses.com/ses-senses-desitnation-spa-phuket/).

· Tagur Footwear – Distinctive products for distinctive people (www.tagur.com). 
· Tom James Custom Clothing – We come to you (www.tomjames.com). 
Additionally gift items selected for the Celebrity Gift Basket include: 

· Arm & Hammer – For deep cleaning and a whiter smile, try ARM & HAMMER Advance White Brilliant Sparkle Toothpaste! Advance White Brilliant Sparkling Toothpaste is clinically proven to remove up to 5X more plaque in hard to reach places (www.myoralcare.com). 
· Avlon Industries, Inc – Four deluxe salon hair care products inside a sleek silver gift bag (www.avlon.com). 
· Bettinis – Hip contemporary women’s swimwear (www.bettinis.com). 

· Body Wellness- The Pilates Place. (www.havebodywellness.com). 
· Britto Central, Inc - Featuring Romero Britto’s  most recent work in the book “Colors of the World” –a must see! (www.britto.com).
· CasaQ – CasaQ exclusive hand-painted glass ornament collection (www.casaqornaments.com). 
· L’Oreal – Beauty products (www.loreal.com). 
· NCLR Branded Gift- Privacy Luggage Tag - Hand crafted from Italian leather with embedded NCLR logo with a cover flap to keep your personal information hidden. Colors include, Midnight Black and Baked Apple Red.
· Palomita Clothing - Featuring Eva Longoria’s “LOVE” Tee created for the “Beca Celebrity Series” which benefits the Palomita Education Fund, a non-profit organization that encourages and supports professional and leadership development in the Latino community (www.palomitaclothing.com). 
· People en Español- Protect pictures and show them off in style with the People en Español embossed brag book.  Also included is the October issue of People en Español which features the special ALMA Insert.  (www.peopleenespanol.com). 
· Table Topics - TableTopics Original edition conversation starters are designed to inspire the best kinds of conversation – whether over a glass of wine or at a dinner party - wherever. The focus of this set is on fun, thought-provoking questions that get everyone talking. These questions are so engaging you’ll want to use them for every gathering (www.tabletopics.com).  
The non-profit organization for our Retreat is the National Council of La Raza (NCLR) – the largest national Hispanic civil rights and advocacy organization in the United States which works to improve opportunities for Hispanic Americans. Through its network of nearly 300 affiliated community-based organizations (CBOs), NCLR reaches millions of Hispanics each year in 41 states, Puerto Rico, and the District of Columbia. To achieve its mission, NCLR conducts applied research, policy analysis, and advocacy, providing a Latino perspective in five key areas – assets/investments, civil rights/immigration, education, employment and economic status, and health. In addition, it provides capacity-building assistance to its Affiliates who work at the state and local level to advance opportunities for individuals and families.

Founded in 1968, NCLR is a private, nonprofit, nonpartisan, tax-exempt organization headquartered in Washington, DC. NCLR serves all Hispanic subgroups in all regions of the country and has operations in Atlanta, Chicago, Los Angeles, New York, Phoenix, Sacramento, San Antonio, and San Juan, Puerto Rico (http://www.nclr.org). 

# # #

BACKSTAGE CREATIONS was created in 2000 by Karen Wood, formerly a talent coordinator on over 50 award shows, to give major corporations as well as up-and-coming designers the exclusive opportunity to personally introduce their products and services to celebrities.  BACKSTAGE CREATIONS has created Celebrity Retreats at various industry honors including the Screen Actors Guild Awards®, Teen Choice Awards, MTV Awards, People’s Choice Awards, BET Awards and Billboard Music Awards.

Karen Wood’s Backstage Creations Retreats are regularly featured on Entertainment Tonight, Access Hollywood, Extra, E!, TV Guide and in People, Entertainment Weekly, Women’s Wear Daily, US Weekly, Variety and many other publications.  

About ALMA Awards: 
The National Council of La Raza (NCLR) is the largest national Latino civil rights and advocacy organization in the U.S. NCLR created the ALMA Awards in 1995 as part of its strategy to promote fair, accurate, and balanced portrayals of Latinos in the entertainment industry. The show was named "ALMA" (Spanish for "spirit" or "soul") which represents the determined spirit of the Latino people in an effort to reflect the spirit as well as the scope of the awards program. 

For 40 years, NCLR has been promoting the advancement of Latino families in this country, creating opportunities and opening doors. The NCLR ALMA Awards are an integral part of that mission: a television entertainment special with a cause - to show how diversity strengthens our country and how inclusion strengthens the entertainment industry.
For more information, go to www.backstagecreations.com  or go to www.wireimage.com to view footage from the Backstage Creations “Talent Retreats.”
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